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CHAPTER XII Continued
12 i

Hiiri let liml nnt ilnrotl to lionc tlmt
thcv would ncccnt the sltuntloiJSflbb

r
quietly or tlmt the world would
There were cullers on the tcifiifce
every afternoon there weic pteusnnt
congratulations ana good wishes
there were n few paragraphs In the
koclnl weeklies Itlchnrd had for

ears hren loo busy for mere enter-
taining

¬

mid the dinner parties nnil
luncheons to the new Mrs Caiter It
was generally felt must wait until
next season

To glance nt the gold ring on her
finger made Harriet lccl as If a hap-
piness

¬

almost shameful was harcd to
view Her new position modestly as
she filled It was yet n high position
She saw Richards growing affection
and trust If ho did not She could
nfford to wait

Hut when arc you and Dick Carter
going to dine with us Mary Iuinam
said one afternoon nt tea Madame
Carter whoso Victorian Idenl of ro ¬

mance was not at all dlssatlsllcd with
the Idea of the employer marrying his
daughters beautiful governess smiled
significantly

Theyre very odd lovers my dear
the said o Mary with an eloquent
glance Mary laughed nndMooked nt
Harriet whose face wns suddenly
crimson though she tried to laugh
too The visitor with Instant kind-
ness

¬

covered the little break
Whenever theyre ready theyre

going to dine with uie she said pat ¬

ting Harriets hand with real affection
aud understanding Hut Mary was free
to reflect She hnd the eyes ot a con-

tented
¬

woman freed from her own
problem for those of others And Har ¬

riet Is certainly mud about Richard
Mnry mused

But with the rest ot the world she
had to decide that there was something
In the affair that she did not under-
stand

¬

When everyone else had gone from
the terrace and the Inle nftcrpocn
light was throwing clear shadows
aeruss the warm red bricks Nina and
Ida Tabor remained talking And
now we positively must go hi NInut
Ida said Weve wustcd this whole
uflernoonl I have to get packed If
Im going to the Jnys

But youre not going to the Jays 1

Nina said In soft sweet coulldent re-

minder
¬

But I must darling r
No j ou mustnt
But dearest I truly have to
But Ladybird Nina laughed hap

pllv 1 sent them a message this af ¬

ternoon that ynu woie Maying with
me So now she finished trium-
phantly

¬

thats settled And well go to
bed early with hooks and talk aud
maybe creep down for something to
eat about eleven as we did that other
night

Nina Mrs Tabor said In a new
voice Interrupting her you didnt tel ¬

ephone Mrs Jay Ufa you
Indeed I did
Well men you wcie extremely Im

pertinent nnd ofllcloiis said u now
voice that Nlnn hardly recognized

Ioor Nina Hnrrlet found her sob ¬

bing on her bed half an hour later
nnd took It for a sign that the wound
would cure that Nina did not resent
her sympathy and comfort Nina was
still heaving with deep sobs albeit
taking steps toward n hot bath and u
becoming gown when Bin went away
Her farewells were made only to the
composed Interloper who went with
her pleasantly to the hnll door and
turned back with some remark for
Bottomley that was In the perfect tone
of the mistress Idas heart was hot
within her as she looked her last at
Crounlnnds In the mellow light of the
summer twilight

CHAPTER XIII

Itoyal Blondln presently came to pay
his respects to Harriet In her changed
position Nina hqd told her that he
had been forbidden the house In De ¬

cember they had seen him only two or
three times since their return from
Bermuda and then accidentally Har ¬

riet was thankful to believe the affair
between him and Nina well over The
girl was growing up now there wero
other men In her world and for the
list of her eighteenth birthday party
she had merely mentioned his name
among others

Three iluys before the garden party j

ts

that was to mark the girt anniversary
rtoyfll drifted In with the assurance
tlntf was quite Minrncterlstle of him
Ho rarely accented an invitation or
waited for one Icrhajis hQ was clever
chough to know that half hlsmcnualnt
uncos detested hlin theoretically but
were glad to have him about Nina
nnd Harriet came- In from an after
noon ut the club to find htm playing
with languid hands nt the plnho and
he lazily rnsfc to greet them While
Nina wns there his attitude toward
both was pleasantly Impersonal but
his suggestion which wns mora like a
command that she run upstair nnd
drpss early so that they might have
rt talk before dinner sent the girl Hy-

ing
¬

and lie nnd Harriet lould speak
more freely

Well Harriet I congratulate yon I

How docs It feel to bo it married wom ¬

an I saw your name In an evening
paper of course 1 was delighted for
you

Money nnd position dont really
Jnienn much to me Hnrrlet said unen- -

courngingiy
My llrst sensation Blondln went

on was one of satisfaction 1 thought
to myself that my own cause with
Nina wns safe now That you trusted
me and I had every reason to trust
you

Hnrrlet looked nwny for n brief
silence brought her eyes to his face
She felt suddenly sick

Boy youre not still serious about
Nina

I have never been anything else
he said delicately

But hut why Harriet asked
I like the girl he reminded her

pleasantly I hope she Is not entire-
ly

¬

Indifferent to me
Indifferent I Shes nt the nge thnt

marries anybody I Harriet said Indig-
nantly

¬

You give me hope Itoyal said wltlr
n bow

Her father ery violently opposes
It Harriet snld after u troubled
silence

I mil well nware of that my dear
Her father forbade me the house last
December I submitted the girl sub-
mitted

¬

But we mnde our plans 1

fancy we will not hae tiny difficulty
now

You mean that you arc engaged
An understanding We have corre-

sponded
¬

seen each other now and then
through Ida Tabor Its he smiled
dreamily extremely romantic of
course he said

Harriet felt she could have killed
lit in

You understand that she wont
hnte one penny liny 1 know her fn- -

ther He wont yield Hell forbid It
hell not hesitate If she does It
against his will she will hnvc to wait
three years for her money Three
years I ltoy she wouldnt be happy
three weeks Mr Carter spoke to me
about It the only time weve spoken of
you He said that he was glad the
affair hud ended unturally that you
were not the man to make Nina happy
and thnt lie would rather have her suf-
fer

¬

anything and llml out her mistake
at once than hsfvc her heart broken
and her money wasted through sev-

eral
¬

wretched years
Blondln had listened to this quietly

his eyes moving from her lips to her
own earnest eyes aud wandering over
tier animated face

I count on jou to be my advocate
my dear Harriet he said after n mo ¬

ments silence Itlchnrd Carter be-

lieves
¬

in you he lias great faith In
your Judgment If you represent to
htm that ou believe this to be u wise
step all round we shall hntu no
further trouble

I cant honestly tell him so Boy
the girl Interrupted

Cant you Blondln said lie
looked across the open hallway to
Nlnn descending In fresh ruffles anil
ribbons and raised his voice Here
she Is looking like the very ros of
glrjs Come on now Mnu jou arent
going to belong to anybody else hut
me for a while he said But as he
turned to leave Hnrrlet he added
again Cant you Think it over

The girl thought St over with a mad ¬

dening and feverish persistence that
presently caused her a sensation of
actual sickness Vague speculations
churned and seethed In the weary
hralu that could find no beginning nnd
tit cud to them To have mudu a
clean breast ot tho whole matter
months ago would have meant a de-
licious

¬

sense of freedom from re-
sponsibility now but then under those
circumstances would she Hnrrlet
have been here now Certainly even
In the present purely technical sense
she would not hnvc been the second
Mrs Blchnrd Carter nor would sho
have held her present position of trust
and responsibility

While Nina and her lover murmured
on the terrace Harriet brooded on
these things nnd after dinner that
evening she gave lllchard so sharp n
warning that he sent nt once for Nlnn
and with a clouded brow and angry
eyes briefly requested Harriet to be
present while he spoke to her

Nina came at once with nn Inno
cent expression on her rather heavy
young face She seated herself near
nnrrlet and her father went to the
point at once
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Boyaj tilfisis afteraoqa ddt
you i ymfryM tfiina unrereu r
With an ipalff giwwe nt Harriet th M
trtfcrvlHJMM Dldnt J t0
nut- -- In taBki vb kamI

tonettriditl heaving breast
I hDperaM trc nl hope thnt you

will iiinrrriottia day Richard said
T tuv Junrj5 too young now to mane

a wlstfchole And untjf you are a
tlttlo oldcryojal will have to take mjr
word forltrhat such an affair would
only Itfudyoutft misery arid regret i

inn nimnoietj someiiiing timvciy
I dldutlieaiiiyou her father wild
T ltl T snA Klin ImSlXiolJa omu iuiuii i urn jwu win

do about St l the girl repeated tics
ricrately- - l

for nffewiijifttiicnts of silence Rlch- -
urd moru1yiloocd gravely nt his
daughter Theii he clasped his fine
hands ort lheesk before hlmf and
cleared hlsahroat

I cannot rdo as much as I should
like NlnniVilio conceded but I shall
do whnt r can But llrst let me nslcj
you juivoyoihproinlscd to marry Air
HlondtnyV W

Silence Sis no looked at the floar- -

Blehnrd repeated his question
Yes 1 have and you cant kill me

for It I Nnasald and burst Into
rears -

WelJ the father resumed when
Ilnrlet hndsuppllcd n consolntSry
luurmur nndt a handkerchief Im
sorry of course Mrs Tabor carried
letters between sou did she You
met him occasionally

Two or three times Nlnn said
snltllng nnd drying her eyes busily

xou know my reasons for disliking
him Nlnn her father said He Is a
man more than twice your nge he
has a certain sort of unsavory reputa-
tion

¬

In hli affairs wltlr women lie
bus no income no profession no
home all those things tell against
him Touro- - only u child

I shall be of nge Tuesday Nina
hurst forth resentfully

You will jie of oge Tuesday True
But you jvlli be my wnrd ns far ns
your Undo Edward legacy Is con-
cerned

¬

for another three years Now
Nina If jou persist In this folly
against my most earnest advice I can
only forbid the man the house nnd
lock ynu In your room In the good old
fashioned way Thnt I shall do I
shall then give nut to the world that
has alrcadyhad a rare treat nt the
expense of the Carter family the
news of my Utter disapproval of tho
match Iftjou manage the innrriage
In spite ofinel shall forbid you and
Blondln hrjr houc and as n matter
of course Vis tnj right to withhold
the payment of your legacy for three
years and stdn your present allow
ance nnd yniircrcdlt with tho shops
ThntH all I can dot And I do It
Nlnn ld Blchurd In u softer tone

I dolt to hasten the Inevitable my
dear I I do It to bring you back to
your fnthcr sooner Instead of later to
glvn you only one year bf disillusion-
ment

¬

and suffering instead of seven
or eight

It must be a hrnve girl thought
Harriet who could persist In nny
course after thnt But Nina hod the
linpregnnhle armor of Ignorance and
pride nnd she only sniffed pathetical ¬

ly again nnd shrugged her shoulders
You do everything In the world to

make my iiurrfago n failure I she
snd with the Irrepressible tears And
I suppose youll he delighted If It Is I

And I dont see if n woman can
mnrry a rich man why a man
shouldnt sometimes be glad If a girl
has money I Im proml to help him
out If hell let Jikv He says hi wont

why we laid planned going well
lust everywhere Honolulu and south-
ern

¬

California and Just everywhere
only now he wjntgo- - He soys he Is
going to stay right here and take a
position with an art magazine that he
just hates nnd work It all off bfefore
we go If It takes yenrs

Work whnt all off Harriet asked
simply nnd quietly

This money that a friend ot his
really lost but he has taken It upon
himself Nina answered a tittle mom
lied It was eleven tnousntul dollars
and ha has paid off bout four aud
tnywny I hate so much talk about
money she finished angrily

My dear Hnrrlet snld ns Richard
with a troubled face remained silent
It Isnt the money thnt wo arc worry

Ing about Why qsk your father
Nlnnl Ask him iMw wouldnt write
noyal Blondln ft check for any sum to
dny any sumJfvyou and lie would
promise solemnly lo wntt three years
more You wtjl only be twenty one
then Nino still sucho child f

Harriet paused glnnclng ot Richard
for encouragomeptr hqnodded eagerly
nnd sho went tini

Marriage is a tremendous thing
Nino and the bnJy thing that makes it
right f

If youre going to say love Nina
broke In scornfulljy4you didnt marry
Father for loveW -

I wns colngtojsay mutual under--
stanaing nnu respew i i

quletiy hut tlo splendid color flooded
her face ns sliCvSpoKe anu yuy jio not
understand llfeJNlnsVormcn pp mar
ringe Itoyal Blpndttt fs a chorralnn
man and n dfteilman but ho lsan ad
venturer dear he J owjtn whp nas

allNlnn ho said seriously you saw lived In all tsorU of pUeeV known

f

t

sort of pervnveWlaM ftfifiM
qWwer code THercm eowrse ety
wkat hVMMlna tfcfairUhatwMW
ufterl atckep and frWt Jrnu I YouY

8thri right yoVXWd hp bok
Wtdi whi few tnotithsor yews per
hajwiwltha child perhaps MiflttercdJtiJ
uoay as wen as xoui not rree to take
MP your life again with Vanl and
Amy but scarred and emtjlttercd and
cJaHtM J -

Jily tiodhow that Wtmmn ioves iho
Chlldr nichanf said Jo1 himself
ivatchlfig Her To liimspfJeecembii in
sptrwLj ner eyes werjs blurred with
tears tier voice slinking nnd she hod
leaned Aver to clasp Ninas hands and
so hold the girls unwilling attention

Nina innt you trust your father
that far Harriet finished Cnnt you
rcnljzc that a man like Royal emhnr
rassed for trioiley hn matter If he
tniiy4itdriilres you nnd truly inenns to
make you happy cntir tlilnk of you
without thinking also of what your
generous checks nm going w menu to
lilm Wrlto him a check Tor eleven
thousand Nlnn as a consolntloif for
delaying the marriage a year Try
Itf

NIna rose to lifer fcfet Her trembling
mouin was uespcmtciy scornrul nnd
hercyes brimming although she
fouglittears

-- l dont know why my own family Is
the first to think thnt nobody could
possibly love inor lor myself she snld
Jn a breaking voice Klrst Harriet
rUlns hijf friendship with Ladybird
ant then theil il

Listen Nlnn her father snld He
and Harriet laid come around lo stnnil
beside her nnd he had encircled tho
stinking and protesting- - shoulders with
his arm I haw Jusr telephoned Fox
to make reservations for mo nu the
nest Brazilian steamer I shall have
to be n month or six weeks In Illo do
Janeiro every year now Now Ivcjust
been wondering why you nnd Hnrrlet
dont come with me this llrst trip We j

stop nt tin linrmiuocK aim uniiin lis
a magnificent steamer swimming
tanks nnd gymnasium youll love 41

and youll love a touch t the South
American countries ton a chance to

Vtry your Spanish Why not put off this
marriage idea for n year come along
with me youll make eteamer ac-

quaintances
¬

youll broaden out n little
bit r

I wont go anywhere sohled
Nlnn wildly turning for flight Ihj
can so Im going to kill myself

Hnrrlet only wnlted long enough
nfter her dramatic exit In give Itlchnrd

HUH JPMj i i uflssSi4 jflHJ

Money and Position Dont Really
Mean Much to Me Harriet Said
Unencouraglngly

n reassuring nod Then she hurried
ufter Nino

The girl was sobbing on her bed and
for awhile she answered Harriets
soothing touch of voice aud band only
with angry jerks Then they fell to
talking and Nina confidcdfor the first
time fully In the older woman Royals
letters his exquisite cards seat with
flowers the poems he had written her
hero they all were Harriet sympa ¬

thized sighed nnd consoled her af-
fectionately

¬

Presently ehe was able
to suggest a new thought to Nina one
that could not but be palatable to the
girls hurt spirit

You see youre only seventeen Ni-

na
¬

Harriet snld the age when most
girls are still In the school room j long
before they have affairs I Well youre
apt Interested In college so that ought
to give you three or four clear years of
girlhood Youre bound to hnvc other
affairs youve proved that You go
to South America perliaps there is
some Interesting man on the stenmor
you go to Canada-r-t- California the
world Is yours Now Royal Is dUter
ent He Is an experienced man of af-

fairs
¬

he will always have Bn attrac-
tion

¬

for women nnd they for htm Yob
arent his match now Nina In a few
years yqu may be

Im not Jealous l NJna said proud¬

ly But Harriet smled
Yes you are Jealous Xou wouldnt

be a real true woman If yu werent J

she accused A reluctant dimple tugged

4
at NIihCi PHli hietjth Minf did Tiot
aiMiM tne la potential despotism

ftlM ravdni aMtMtted wnnian of
hi world cwiiWejIt Ancath

K i lOtierew n cjwexjMr nnyui oo
you wttofeU Iie4 pce Hr she Te- -

maritaftWiiArKmMttiff She was
alttmgontm edf oilier Lai tww and
Harriot vVa brushing her hair

aH Vpu renliy jire yvcrrted abou his
Tintilflwl afalrs lnai why pot try
It fHarrlef wwieeted Ketistblyi To
this wina returned a pphtlng l

Im perfeptly willing to try itfV
And us a great thnccslon slo added
With a sigh And Ill tell llm what
Father tfilnUql

Now youro tnlklntf llkon Worann
who lias jierself well In ImuiU Unr
llet Ritldr approvingly When are you
to see hlmj- -

Hea coming Jiver escchily o see
Father tomqiTow1N1nn enldI su
poso 1 might n wjl go low n she
nihlctl eyeliig herself gloonilly In her
mirror vfor AVard and that boy seera
absolutely at a losfl for amusement I -

Ani Ill lie down presently lifnr
riet ffild liu wliea Nina was gone
shewnlkcd slowly fit her own dress ¬

ing tabic aud sat down ami regarded
herself steadily and with heavy eyes
Unexpectedly hero between the fam-
ily

¬

dinner and the carl going to bed
On a June oVenlng n crisis In her life
wns confronting Iter ami sho knew
that she must meet It

Wards guest wns only the young
Saunders boy who had been with
them constantly last XuMujcr aod wjio
Wns of absolutely no significance Jn
their lives And yet Dnrrlct had ben
Introduced to him all over again us

Mrs Curler there was no halfWuy
hi tho eyes ot the world nt lcatt In
his relationship of hers with Richard

and she must begin to take her place
In the family

Mrs Carter Harriot lovcU that
distinction as If the VJu the slgnai
ture and the dignity Vtid never been
vouchsafed to womankind before Sho
had marveled at hcr old self that hnd
tukcii Miss nnd Mrs with cheer-
ful

¬

Indifference why there wns a
nurld wide chusm between the two
lust to have this silly Saunders boy
call her Mrs Carter us a mnrter of
course wns to receive the accolade
that gave her all her longed for
drcmn In nne It was tho name of
thu mini she loved and even though
In ii shadowy and unloved way she
liked the title that made her his

And now she owed htm tho truth
the whole painful humiliating story
If she had told him months ago so
much the better nnd braver woman
she Shu had not done sor she had
been lighting Nlnn flhcj lil pother
then sho hnd been afraid But she
was not nfrald now bo could forgive
thnt long ago girl of seventeen be ¬

cause her advocate wns the woman of
twenty eight the finished cultivated
capable woman who had served hits
and his house who roust win tils re¬

spect hack becnusa she loved hlmwith
every fiber of her being

Tho words lu which she would tell
him came to her In a rush Why It
wAs nothing I It was less than noth
ing In half an hour sho would bo
hack here In iter room again with nil
the past clenn nnd strnlght at last
With the cloud gone und with her
whole soul singing With hope of the
glorious future For a moment she
knelt by her bed her face In her
hands

She roso to her feet There was a
tap at the door

It was Bottomley If you please
m Mr Carjcr would be so much
oMlged If you would step down to tha
library in Hnrrlet gnvq herself a
parting glnncc and followed the man
downstairs

Courage l she said to herself with
her band on tho library door Ive
exaggerated and enlarged upon tills
thing too longt Ive Imagined it Into
on importance thnt It really hasnt at
all

Richard was back- - a his desk he
smiled and rose as she camp In There
was another man in the library who
rose and faced her too

And when Harriet saw htm she
knew that she- - was too late It was
Royal Blondln

A dizziness and sickness enme over
Iter its she went stowlr to the chair
opposite Rlchqrd

Mr Blondln has come to talk to
me about Nina Richard said Har ¬

riet somehow moved her dizzy eyes
toward Blondln and slu smiled me-

chanically
¬

But she hod to moisten
her lips before she could speak

I see Ucr volco sounded hor-
ribly

¬

choked to her she could Sod
nothing to odd to the meaningless
words

Mr Blondln asks my cpnsent to un
Immediate marriage Richard snld

Yod kuow my objections ta that
Harriet of course W have Just
been discussing them as I explained
to him Tills Is a painful matter to
me and I regret It But Mr Blondln
has given niQ no choice but to tell him
frankly why I think him un unsultnhle
hhsbond for ray daughter Jhnve told
him exactly what my prpcedure wilt
be In such a iise and j think avo tin
derrtnnd each other

Royal was smiling he serrnr
dreamy smile thnt wns elutracterfeUe
orlilm
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